The Enemy of My Enemy is My Friend: Israel
and the Syrian Conflict

By Sam Eastoe

Abstract
As reports emerge of Israeli collusion with militant Islamist groups in southern Syria,
many questions concerning the legitimacy of Israel's actions are thrown to light. Does
Israel have the right to defy international norms in its own interests? Can external actors
condemn aiding terrorists without experiencing the same conditions of terror? And what
alternatives are Israeli frightened of that would necessitate such a course of action? IISA
unpicks Israel's involvement in the Syrian conflict, assessing its motives and dynamics, as
well as indicating possible future changes.
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ABOUT THE NEO-JIHADISM PROGRAMME:
Scope & Rationale:
Jihadists represent a fraction of the larger mainstream Islamist movement, which dominates the social
space in most Muslim societies. Although Jihadism is ‘lethal’, it does not possess a viable broad social
base like the Muslim Brotherhood. One silver lining for Al Qaeda, however, is its affiliate organizations.
In Iraq, Syria, the Maghreb, Somalia, Yemen, and Egypt, Al Qaeda has won over formidable local allies
to its cause, expanding its reach, power, and numbers in the process. This string of mergers is not over.
In places as diverse as the Sinai Peninsula and Nigeria, Al Qaeda-linked organizations are emerging. In
retrospect; the death of Osama bin Laden, the onslaught of global war on terror, the Arab revolution
and post Arab-revolution crises etc. have seriously impacted on Jihadists landscape which is constantly
changing. Jihadism today is neither transnational such as Al-Qaeda central, nor national i.e. Hezbollah,
but regional. It is also increasingly more sectarian. As the Jihadists’ landscape changes; the study and
understanding of Jihadism must also adapt to address the developing movement of ‘Neo-Jihadism’.

“Neo-Jihadism is a diverse, syncretic form of global organisation and interaction that emerged from
within Islamic Jihadism, is unique to early-twenty-first-centuries, is increasingly sectarian and through
its advocacy of violent form of war and selectively literal interpretations of sacred texts, radically
differentiates itself from the traditional Jihadist forces, the faith’s mainstream and constitutes a new
body of thought and actions”.
Methodology & Research areas/questions:
This programme aims to conduct fact-based analyses of actual and potential uses of militancy and
Jihadism as a tactic and belief and the changing concept of ‘war’ in the Muslim world; so that we may
provide policy guidance to government officials and private sector decision-makers with alternative
policy analyses. The key research questions are:

 How has Neo-Jihadism developed?
 Is Neo-Jihadism a new concept of war or culture?
 How Jihadism is perceived within the Islamic world and does it still carry meanings of
a ‘just war’?
 How do its adherents maintain and facilitate it to transcend borders?
 Why have neo jihadi leaders been struggling to advance a coherent and effective
response to the events of the Arab Spring and what trends are emerging
 Why, despite strong rhetoric of militancy, have we witnessed little action on the part
of Neo-Jihadi groups that have emerged in countries that underwent regime change as
a result of the Arab Spring?

Programme Deliverables:
1. Mapping the interplay between militant groups, the states and other external actors
2. A conflict and forecast analysis on current and emerging threats that might change the Jihadist
landscape
3. In depth situation analyses on above issues, regional positioning and global powers interests etc.
4. Alternative policy analyses that may serve in policy making on regional and global governance levels
5. Strategic foresight for business and stakeholders that might be involved in the crisis affected regions

ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR ISLAMIC STRATEGIC
AFFAIRS (IISA)
IISA is a think-tank and an intellectual forum for addressing the current and future dynamics of the
Islamic-world and its interaction with Western civilisation. Based in London, IISA will create transIslamic and global reach. IISA seeks to establish a platform where Islamic-world's dynamics, trends,
issue, problems or crises are analysed within the Islamic-world and by working on local models and
realities and not against any external standards or perceptions. We will be one of the leading think-tank
on the Islamic-world and its role in the contemporary global system. In a short span of time we have
attracted great academic support and a reputation for both open and track-II dialogues. IISA is the only
think tank initiative that goes beyond national and regional inclinations and addresses strategic and
socio-political issues/crises of the Islamic world in its totality. For more information i.e. our mission
statement, current programmes and our academic and regional expertise please visit the following links:

Website: www.iisa.org.uk
Blog: http://iisablog.org/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/IISA_org
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/pages/IISA-Institute-for-Islamic-StrategicAffairs/118608928247992?ref=hl
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