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Abstract
As Russia and China sign a 30 year gas deal thought to be worth $400 billion; it may help
compensate Russia for economic losses caused from increasing isolation from the West.
This will give Russia more strategic freedom to act against the West but may also increase
its dependency upon China. With increased leverages China may be more able to impose
its will upon Russia when they have foreign policy divergence and may alter Russia’s
relationship with its near abroad in Central Asia. Putin’s attempts to hedge against China
will fail to make a significant impact.
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armies in both states.11

However with its increased leverage,

sped up its transformation into a vassal

China will be more willing and able to

state; at least in terms of foreign policy in

support its Central Asian trading partners

East and Central Asia. China no longer

if Russia tries to impose its political will

fears encirclement by the US and Europe

on them and in the process threatens

that it previously did during the 1990s with

Chinese investments. This may alter the

Russia’s participation in NATO’s

behaviour of the Central Asian states,

Partnership for Peace Program. These

making them more willing to defy Russia

recent improved relations have ensured at

if they feel they have China’s support. This

Russia will remain China’s ‘safe rear’.

has the potential to dramatically change
Russia’s relationship with its near abroad,
especially in central Asia.

If Russia further decouples from the West
and aligns more closely with China,
Beijing is likely to allow it a free reign in

In the short to medium term Russia will

Europe but will constrain Russia’s goals in

benefit from the China gas deal and

Central and East Asia. China likes to have

potential Chinese investment support but it

a powerful ally on the world stage and so

is clear that Russia has been forced by

is unlikely to press Russia too much in the

circumstances into a
position where it had to
accept less advantageous
terms. The deal will not

Russia may find itself as the
junior partner in an alliance
with China and be unable to
extricate itself

short term, although this
may change in the future.
If both States accept this
then they may eventually

fully compensate for the incurred losses if

become allies and have a similar

the EU reduces its consumption of Russian

relationship to the USA and Canada, with

gas. It has also created a growing

the northern neighbour predominantly

dependency which will significantly

supplying energy to the Southern

weaken it in the future and less able to

economic powerhouse. However this

assert itself, even in its near abroad if its

seems unlikely as they still have historic

goals clash with those of Beijing. The

grievances including the 1858 and 1860

more that Russia becomes isolated from

treaties which awarded Russia 1.5 million

the West, the more dependent it will

square kilometres of former Chinese

become upon China.

territory, regarded by many Chinese as

Although this relative decline against
China was already well established, by
weakening ties with the West, Russia has

‘unequal’, and is viewed in a similar way
to the lease of Hong Kong, which expired
in 1997.12

China’s foreign policy under Xi Jinping

spreading investments and economic links

will continue to seek its narrow national

with states unaligned to China including

interest and he is not afraid to be assertive

India, Vietnam Japan and in Central Asia.

to achieve this. He has already

We can see evidence of this as Russia has

consolidated his own power domestically

sought Indian, Southeast Asian, South

and will increasingly use China’s

Korean, and Japanese investment in

dominance to further its own goals, even if

Russian East Asia. Russia also elevated

they clash with Russia’s. With Russia as

relations with Vietnam to that of a

an acquiescent ally China will be able to

strategic partnership, whilst increasing

succeed in its own strategic goals without

arms sales to South and South East Asia

having to worry about Russia.

and exploring oil opportunities in

However Putin is unlikely to accept this
junior role in the future and will resist it.
As President he has reformed Russia by
strengthening the central
government and restored
some of its former prestige
after a decade of decline
under Boris Yeltsin. He has

Vietnamese territory, in contradiction to
Beijing’s wishes.
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achieved this through his individual brand
of nationalism, nostalgic veneration of the
USSR and profits from the energy sector
which have enabled him to begin to
rebuild the former Soviet Union. This
image of power has given Putin domestic
legitimacy and become part of modern
Russian identity; however this will be
threatened when it becomes clear that
Russia is submissive to China’s foreign
policy. To avoid complete dependence
Russia will hedge against China by

their dependency because of the
inherent weaknesses with the Russian
economy, the relative insignificance
of current economic ties with these
countries and the asymmetric

dependency already established.
Should Russia want to change its role in a
future partnership, it will find itself
shackled and dependent upon China. Putin
has been pushed by circumstance into a
position of strengthening China more than
he wished and Russian strategic
independence will suffer in the long term.
In the Zero sum game that Putin plays, he
has already lost to China.
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