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About resources, militancy and organised crime in West and
Horn of Africa programme
Brief Background and Scope:
Africa’s GDP is the most rapidly growing of any continent but corruption, crime, and
militancy are rife. Much of this centres on the continent’s wealth of natural resources,
including petroleum etc. Foreign investment in Africa has grown exponentially over
the last decade and will continue to rise. Consequently, foreign & African governments
and criminal/militant groups’ interests and sphere of influences will clash with
increasing intensity over the coming years. This will have direct implications on energy,
regional and global security agendas. Furthermore, areas such as West and Horn of
Africa regions are strategically located which enhances their role in the international
trade system through shipping routes and trans-national linkages etc. The creation of
AFRICOM reflects the rising global importance of the region, with the export of oil
from the continent expected to increase drastically by 2025. Yet, with the region still
lacking institutions of effective governance and reliable security structures, the levels
of violent insurgency have jeopardised economic development in countries such as
Somalia, Ethiopia, Mali and Nigeria. Different militant groups finance their operations
through employment of traditional criminal enterprises, such as smuggling and drug
sales. Resources are also exploited for revenue by both criminal organisation and
militant groups. Militant organisations such as Al-Shabab and other Jihadists and
nationalist movement operating primarily in Somalia & Sahel – have exploited the
security vacuum that exists in the regions. In addition, issues such as piracy continue
to effect maritime security whilst increasing costs for counter-piracy measures.
The implications of this are severe on all three fronts - energy security, regional security
and global security. While to address these problems and develop solutions, we must
confront all three now and holistically, with due appreciation and regard to their
interrelated attributes.

Programme’s Deliverables:

1. Mapping the interplay between resources, militant groups and the dynamics of
organised crime in West/Horn of Africa.
2. Conflict forecasting and risk analysis of the current and future dynamics of militancy,
resources, organised crimes and their repercussions on energy security, regional and
global security.
3. Situation analyses on above issues, regional positioning and global powers interests
etc.
4. Alternative policy analyses that may serve in policy making on regional and global
governance levels
5. Creating a useful guide and knowledge base for stakeholders and public for future
oil, gas and aid endeavours in West/Horn of Africa.

About US:
IISA is a think-tank and an intellectual forum for addressing the current and future
dynamics of the Islamic-world and its interaction with Western civilisation. Based in
London, IISA will create trans-Islamic and global reach. IISA seeks to establish a
platform where Islamic-world's dynamics, trends, issue, problems or crises are analysed
within the Islamic-world and by working on local models and realities and not against
any external standards or perceptions. We will be one of the leading think-tank on the
Islamic-world and its role in the contemporary global system. In a short span of time
we have attracted great academic support and a reputation for both open and track-II
dialogues. IISA is the only think tank initiative that goes beyond national and regional
inclinations and addresses strategic and socio-political issues/crises of the Islamicworld in its totality. For more information i.e. our mission statement, current
programmes and our academic and regional expertise please visit the following links:





Website:
www.iisa.org.uk
Blog:
http://iisablog.org/
Twitter:
https://twitter.com/IISA_org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/IISA-Institute-of-IslamicStrategic-Socio-Political-Affairs/118608928247992?ref=hl
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